
Color Key

Educational Stability for Arkansas Students in Foster Care - Overview

Student is placed into 

foster care.

DCFS notifies FCL by the next business day using 

CFS-384 form.

FCL notifies counselors/secretary immediately.

School secretary updates student’s foster care 

status in student database immediately upon 

notification by the FCL.

Child remains in SOO until BID is 

made.  The determination is 

collaboratively made within 5 

school days of change of 

placement except in emergency 

removal situations.

Yes

Yes

No

No

FCL and LEA 

continue to 

provide support 

and advocacy.

Interim transportation 

must be arranged as part 

of the BID process until an 

ITP is developed.  FCL and 

FSW refer to DTP to guide 

development of plan for 

how transportation will 

be provided, arranged 

and funded within 5 

school days of BID being 

made. LEA arranges for 

transportation to SOO if 

reasonable, practical, and 

if additional expense 

won’t be imposed.

Student changes 

placement.

Student experiences a 

traumatic event.

DCFS may notify counselor by the next 

business day using CFS-384 form.

School counselor may share 

information with principal and teachers 

if appropriate.

FCL ensures student is immediately 

enrolled in new school, even if unable to 

provide required records or clothing.

New FCL requests educational 

record within 3 business days. 

Previous FCL provides all records 

within 10 business days.

FSW contacts FCL within 2 business days.

Joint 

Task

Acronym Key
BID: Best Interests Determination

DCFS: Division of Child and Family Services

DTP: District Transportation Plan

FCL: Foster Care Liaison

FSW: Family Service Worker

ITP: Individual Transportation Plan

LEA: Local Education Agency

SOO: School of Origin

Or

Does location of 

the foster care 

placement result 

in a potential 

change to child’s 

school?

Is  it in the 

student’s best 

interest to 

remain in 

SOO?


